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Hollywood Academy of Arts & Science 
1720 Harrison Street, A-1  
Hollywood, Florida 33020 

Phone: 954-925-6404 
Fax: 954-925-8123 

www.hollywoodcharter.org 

To: Parents/Guardians 

From: Stefanie DeGiorgio, Reading Specialist 

CC: Dontè Fulton, Principal 

Re: Book Report: Mandatory Summer Reading 2011 

Each year, new and returning HAAS students are required to read selected novels and 
complete specific grade level assignments. Studies show that most students experience a 
loss of reading skills over the summer months, but children who continue to read actually 
gain skills. Over the summer, parents can assist their children in sustaining and bolstering 
their reading skills, strengthening their vocabulary, and reinforcing the benefits of 
reading for enjoyment.  
 
For the 2011-2012 school year at Hollywood Academy of Arts & Science, each student is 
required to read two books and complete the summer reading book report for each. 
Failure to complete these assignments will result in the student receiving zeros. 
 
It is mandatory that all students read the required reading book for his/her grade level. In 
addition, your child is required to read a second book of his/her choice. While we have 
provided you with a suggested reading list, please note that you are not limited to this 
selection and that your child may choose another book at grade level.    
 
Your child has the opportunity to complete a third book report for extra credit. This may 
also be a book of their choice at grade level.  
 
Attached you will find a copy of the summer reading book report. You may go online 
at www.hollywoodcharter.org to print out additional copies of the book report. These 
will be collected the first week of school.  
 
Have a great summer!  
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Required Summer Reading 2011 
 
 
 
 

3rd GRADE 
 

James and the Giant Peach: Roald Dahl 
 
When James accidentally drops some magic 
crystals by the old peach tree, strange things start to 
happen. The peach at the top of the tree begins to 
grow, and before long it's as big as a house. Then 
James discovers a secret entranceway into the fruit, 
and when he crawls inside, he meets a bunch of 
oversized friends-Grasshopper, Centipede, Ladybug, 
and more. After years of feeling like an outsider in his 
aunts' house, James has finally found a place where 
he belongs. With a snip of the stem, the peach starts 
rolling away, and the adventure begins! 
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Basic Information About the Book 

 
 

 
Names of the Main Characters: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where does the story take place? (Setting) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When does the story take place? Over the course of the Day? A month? 
A year? How do you know? 
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Character Study 
Choose two characters to describe by answering the questions below. (Please 
use complete sentences.) 
 
Name of Character _______________________________________________ 
 

1. Physical Likeness. (What does the character look like?) 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Personality. (What kind of a person is the character look like?) 

 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Character _______________________________________________ 
 

3. Physical Likeness. (What does the character look like?) 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Personality. (What kind of a person is the character look like?) 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary 
 

As you read the story, find three words that you do not understand. Look 
them up and give the following information. 
 
1. Word : __________________ Page Number: ___________________ 

Definition: _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the vocabulary word. 

 

 

 

 

2. Word: __________________ Page Number: ___________________ 

Definition: _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the vocabulary word. 

 

 

 

3. Word: __________________ Page Number: ___________________ 

Definition: _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the vocabulary word. 
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