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Hollywood Academy of Arts & Science 
1720 Harrison Street, A-1  
Hollywood, Florida 33020 

Phone: 954-925-6404 
Fax: 954-925-8123 

www.hollywoodcharter.org 

To: Parents/Guardians 

From: Stefanie DeGiorgio, Reading Specialist 

CC: Dontè Fulton, Principal 

Re: Book Report: Mandatory Summer Reading 2011 

Each year, new and returning HAAS students are required to read selected novels and 
complete specific grade level assignments. Studies show that most students experience a 
loss of reading skills over the summer months, but children who continue to read actually 
gain skills. Over the summer, parents can assist their children in sustaining and bolstering 
their reading skills, strengthening their vocabulary, and reinforcing the benefits of 
reading for enjoyment.  
 
For the 2011-2012 school year at Hollywood Academy of Arts & Science, each student is 
required to read two books and complete the summer reading book report for each. 
Failure to complete these assignments will result in the student receiving zeros. 
 
It is mandatory that all students read the required reading book for his/her grade level. In 
addition, your child is required to read a second book of his/her choice. While we have 
provided you with a suggested reading list, please note that you are not limited to this 
selection and that your child may choose another book at grade level.    
 
Your child has the opportunity to complete a third book report for extra credit. This may 
also be a book of their choice at grade level.  
 
Attached you will find a copy of the summer reading book report. You may go online 
at www.hollywoodcharter.org to print out additional copies of the book report. These 
will be collected the first week of school.  
 
Have a great summer!  
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Summer Reading 2011 – Middle School 
 

   
"Schooled" is the story of Capricorn ("Cap") Anderson, 
a young teen who was raised in virtual isolation on the 
Garland Farm commune with only his grandmother, 
Rain. When Rain falls from a tree while picking plums, 
Cap's entire existence is radically changed. Because 
Rain will need at least two months of rehabilitation for 
her broken hip, Cap -- for the first time in his life -- must 
leave the commune, move to a house in town, 
interact with other teenagers, and attend a regular 
middle school. Mind you, Cap has never seen a 
television, computer, cell phone, or ipod! He has no 
idea how people use money, checks, and property. 
In fact, he can't even understand why someone 
would need a school locker!  
 
Cap is placed at the suburban home of social worker 

Flora Donnelly and her beautiful, somewhat bratty high school age 
daughter, Sophie. Many years before, Flora's parents had been members 
of the commune, so Flora knows full well just how jarring it is to be thrown 
into modern life all at once. As for Sophie, she either ignores the 
"freakazoid" or, in her more evil moments, dumps water on him while he 
practices tai chi on the front lawn. 
 
Unfortunately, Sophie's "freakazoid" label, while harsh, is also fairly 
accurate. To his new classmates at Claverage (nicknamed "C Average") 
Middle School, Cap might as well have landed from a different planet. 
With his tie-dyed shirts, hemp sandals, and long hippie hair, Cap is literally 
stuck in the 1960s. Even beyond his appearance, Cap's behavior -- his 
desire to learn all 1100 students' names, his complete failure to get ruffled 
by bullies or teen pranks -- is completely foreign. Unlike his peers, Cap 
literally sees only good in people, regardless of the situation. 
 
Cap's classmates, including football jock Zach and popular girls Naomi 
and Lena, immediately size him up as an easy target. They conspire, 
successfully, to get Cap elected 8th grade class president, thinking the 
results of putting someone so clueless in charge will be hilarious. But what 
begins as a cruel joke eventually becomes a life-changing experience for 
both Cap and his peers. Slowly but surely, he wins them over with his 
simple innocence, generous spirit, and refusal to compromise himself. 
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Student Name_________________________________________________  
  

Hollywood Academy of Arts & Science 
Book Report – Mandatory Summer Reading 2010 

 
Notes/Outline 

 
Directions: You may complete this worksheet as you read and bring it with you to class  
during the first week of school.  
 
Intro – brief notes about the book and author  
 
Book title: _________________________________________________________  
 
Author: ___________________________________________________________  
 
Why did the author write this book? ___________________________________  
  
 
Plot – the main events that make up the story – HIGHLIGHTS ONLY  
 
Set the scene, what are the main events which took place during the story? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Setting – historical period, season, location, etc.  
 
Where does the story take place? ___________________________________ 
  
Theme – The “big picture” or message the author wishes to convey – the   
attitude or insight presented.  
 
Mood - feelings the novel invokes in reader.  
Tone – the author’s voice – angry, humorous, apologetic.  
 
What mood do you feel the author is trying to convey? ________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Characters – give brief descriptions of personality/physical traits  
 
Main Character (protagonist): _____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Supporting characters:  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Vocabulary 

As you read the story, find three words that you do not understand. Look them up and 
give the following information. 

 

1. Word: __________________ Page Number: ___________________ 

Definition: _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the vocabulary word. 

 

 

 

2. Word: __________________ Page Number: ___________________ 

Definition: _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the vocabulary word. 
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3. Word: __________________ Page Number: ___________________ 

Definition: _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Write a sentence using the vocabulary word. 
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Your Opinion 

Answer the following questions using complete sentences. 

Did you like the book? Why or why not? 

 

 

What was your favorite part of the book? Why? 

 

 

What was your least favorite part of the book? Why? 

 

   

Would you recommend this book to someone else to read? Why or why not?  

 

 
 
 
Concluding thoughts on the book – would you recommend it? Why? 
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